
On June 23rd Paul Petry called me and told me that Lief Moi had called him and said that he was asked 
by a Mars Hill elder to join a group of pastors who had leveled charges against Mark Driscoll and calling 
for him to step down. Lief said that he was not in a good position to join such a group.  
 
I immediately called Lief and he mentioned that Pastor Dave Kraft was leading a group of pastors who 
had accused Mark Driscoll of several charges. He suggested that I call Dave Kraft. He did not have his 
number so I emailed Dave Kraft at his Mars Hill Church email address. His answer was surprising yet not 
surprising. 
 

 
On 6/24/13 10:09 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

  
Dave, 

  
Is this the best way to communicate with you? 

  
Rob Smith 

 

 

From: dave@marshill.com 
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2013 10:41 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 

Subject: Re: Dave Kraft? 
  

To protect us both, let's do it via phone calls. 
 

You can phone or text me at 206 909 1599. 
 

~dave 
 

 
I then called Dave, and he confirmed that there were charges leveled against Mark Driscoll and that a 
committee led by a Michael van Skaik was going to investigate the charges. He said that van Skaik 
resigned his position as elder so that he could be independent in his position. He said that the rest of the 
committee was made up of James McDonald, Jon Phelps, and Larry Osborne. They were planning to 
contact people going back two years to see if there was enough evidence to substantiate the charges. I 
told Dave that I would like to talk to van Skaik, and he gave me his email address and encouraged me to 
call. Dave never told me what the charges were and I did not ask. 
 

 
On Jun 26, 2013, at 9:15 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 
 

Michael, 

I have been asked by an elder of Mars Hill Church to connect with you regarding the charges 

against Mark. Do you have time for coffee? 

  

Rob Smith 

 

  

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 9:20 AM 



To: Robert T. Smith 

Subject: Re: Meet for Coffee 
  

Which elder asked you to do this?? 
 

 
On Jun 26, 2013, at 9:20 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

I will tell you when we meet – does it matter? 

  

 

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 9:22 AM 
To: Robert T. Smith 

Subject: Re: Meet for Coffee 
  

Yes.  
 

 
On Jun 26, 2013, at 9:25 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

 

Michael, 

  

I am not prepared to disclose the elder’s name. Given the nature of the abuse I have 

experienced and witnessed, there is good reason to not give you the elder’s name. 

If you would rather not meet, that is fine. 

  

Rob 

 

  

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 9:30 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 
Subject: Re: Meet for Coffee 

  
I'm sorry, but I don't know who you are and won't engage this conversation without some 
background. 
 

 

On Jun 26, 2013, at 9:48 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

Michael: 

  

I have never met you either. 

  

I am Robert Smith. I was a member for 5 years with my wife Merle who worked in the 

counseling department (as a volunteer). I was in the elder track under James Harleman and 

helped put the Wedgwood Campus together. I founded the Agathos Foundation which got 

prominent exposure during my tenure with Mars Hill Church. 

  



I understand that you are investigating the charges against Mark and that you are independent 

in your role.  If this is true I would like to meet with you and have coffee.  

  

Rob 

  

 

From: Michael Van Skaik 

Sent: 6/26/2013 10:11 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 

Subject: Re: Meet for Coffee 

I don't reside in Seattle so meeting for coffee is not feasible. If you want to put your concerns in 
writing I would be happy to review them thank you.  

 

 
On Jun 26, 2013, at 10:13 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

I travel extensively. I will meet you anywhere in the country.  

 

Sent from my Windows Phone 

 

 

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 10:29 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 

Subject: Re: Meet for Coffee 
  

If you feel your concerns are that important they will need to be reduced to writing anyway. 
Please do so. If we need to meet after I review them we certainly can. Thank you.  

 

 
On Jun 26, 2013, at 10:33 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

I am happy to come to Bend to talk to you. If you are not prepared to talk to me that is fine. I 

would prefer a face to face chat.. things put in writing never go away as is clear with much of the 

written accusations concerning Mars Hill Church.  I have been threatened by Mark and I do not 

wish to put my story in writing at the moment. 

 

 

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 10:53 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 
Subject: Re: Meet for Coffee 

 
I appreciate your desire for accurate communication. However the only way to proceed with your 
concerns is in written form. Thank you.  

 

 
On Jun 26, 2013, at 10:56 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

 

Sure..  



 

Hoping you are fruitful in your current role. If you change your mind and are willing to talk to me 

let me know. 

 

On Jun 26, 2013, at 2:27 PM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 
 

Cardinal de Richelieu: 
"If you give me six lines written by the most innocent of men, I can find something in them which 
will hang him." 

  

Michael: 

  

Your unwillingness to meet with me, despite me saying I was abused and threatened, and are 

familiar with many who have also been abused, coupled with your comment that you must 

know which elder asked me to reach out to you, makes me hesitant because it seems to me that 

you are not willing to provide a safe environment in which to be heard. It would seem to me 

that I have misunderstood the purpose of your role in investigating the charges against Mark 

Driscoll, and that possibly the desired reconciliatory and reparative outcome is neither desirable 

or achievable. 

  

Rob Smith 

 

 

On Jun 27, 2013, at 1:21 PM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

 
Michael: 

  
With all due respect, you are simply not being honest with me, and it is rather clear that 
you have no interest in investigating or being aware of genuine grievances unless you 
are submitted to. It is abundantly clear that many people have avoided and will avoid the 
type of submission you are requiring for the same reason I am, and you will end up with 
a half-hearted and clearly partial understanding of the matter.  Even some of the 120 
people that you have reached out to have reacted with similar caution. 

  
You first thing you made clear was that it is important that you know which elder 
encouraged me to reach out to you. If I have been sinned against it should not matter at 
all. Obviously it is irrelevant unless you now have an issue now with that particular elder. 
Are you and the board you chair in the least bit interested in members or former 
members who have been sinned against by Mark and the elders? What it there is some 
genuine harm done, not only to the individuals involved, but also Jesus himself. After all, 
it is all about Jesus, right? 

  
You then suggested I put my concerns in writing because you “don't reside in Seattle so 
meeting for coffee is not feasible.”. It had nothing to do with a set policy that had to be 
submitted to. As it became clear that I am concerned enough to travel anywhere in the 
country to talk to you in person, you increasingly made it clear that you have no interest 
in hearing from me unless I submit to some policy that you appeared to have just made 
up (probably in hasty consultation with others – I know the MH environment well 
enough). 

  



You clearly have no serious interest in understanding or addressing the abuse, lies and 
character assassination I and other have suffered. 

  
Rob Smith 

  

 

From: Michael Van Skaik 

Sent: 6/27/2013 8:06 PM 

To: Robert T. Smith 

Subject: Re: Charges against Mark Driscoll 

As I've said before;  
 

"I'm sorry you feel this way.  You have summarized the situation incorrectly.  I chair a board that 
exists in part to examine concerns like yours.  We have a process to do so.  It is initiated with a 
written statement of charges.  I want to hear you but must submit to the process.  Please feel free 
to reduce your concerns to writing so they can be taken with the appropriate amount of 
seriousness.  Otherwise they will go unheard and it doesn't appear that is what you want. " 

 
Michael 

 

 
 

On Jun 27, 2013, at 8:29 PM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 
 

My concerns have been stayed in this email conversation. Lies, abuse, threats and character 

assassination. This is in writing.  

 

Are you now willing to meet with me? 

 

Sent from my Windows Phone 

 
 

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2013 6:38 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 
Subject: Re: Charges against Mark Driscoll 

 
Please help me help you.  1 Tim 5:19.  If you want to write a statement of charges, then do so in 
some detail so it can be investigated.  

 

 
On Jun 28, 2013, at 10:46 AM, "Robert T. Smith" <rob@earthwiseventures.com> wrote: 

 

Michael: 

 

Are you interested in being helped in your investigation of the charges that have been brought 

against Mark Driscoll. I am not desiring help from you at all.  I anticipated push back when I 

reached out to you because that has been the typical way that a member with a complaint is 

treated at Mars Hill Church.  I am certainly not asking for your help – if you were serious about 

trying to establish whether there are any grounds to the charges brought against Mark you 



would not turn a blind eye to a witness who is, because of the very nature of the abuse, wary of 

submitting to an extra-Biblical method of simply being heard. 

 

I understood you had a role in establishing the credibility of the charges. This is clearly not your 

heart – perhaps not your real task in the matter. 

 

I am not sure what 1 Tim 5:19 has to do with anything… are you asking me to meet you for 

coffee with two witnesses. I can do that. 

 

Perhaps Mark 9:42, 1 Tim 3:2  (temperate… not-violent but gentle) should also apply. If Mark 

was not an abusive man, the numerous people who have been abused would be more willing to 

submit to some required written format wherein there is no personal contact. Sadly though, 

these are his rules, and allow him (and quite likely you and the rest of the accountability team) 

to ignore the seriousness of the charges and to spin, retaliate, plot, act briefly repentant while 

continuing to abuse, and doing whatever it takes to protect the MH brand – while doing nothing 

to protect the sheep that elders are called to protect.  

 

How about Titus 1:6  “An elder must be blameless….” 

 

I anticipate that my desire to talk to you will get me in far more hot water than Mark is in, 

despite him being accused of abuse and harming members like me for many years.  Your 

reaction to me has simply confirmed this. 

 

Despite this I am prepared to meet you for coffee and if you need me to bring multiple 

witnesses I can arrange that. 

 

Rob Smith 

 

 

From: Michael Van Skaik [mailto:michael@vanskaik.com]  

Sent: Friday, June 28, 2013 11:11 AM 

To: Robert T. Smith 
Subject: Re: Charges against Mark Driscoll 

 
 

Let me be crystal clear.  I will not engage any further communication with you unless you forward 
me a written statement detailing your concerns.  It's pretty simple really.  Please, no more debate 
on this issue. 

 
 


